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Next HEC Meeting
Tuesday, February 11, 2003 at 

the Arts Bank, Broad and South Streets, 
7:30 P.M.

Zoning Committee Changes
Raydell Fisher has resigned from Chairing and serving on HEC’s Zoning and Code 

Enforcement Committee effective January 20, 2003.  Raydell was the Committee’s 
Founder and served as the Committee’s Chair since its inception over 3 years ago.  She 
shepherded the Committee, charged with very important community work, through a 
number of challenges, which would have been difficult for even a more experienced 
Committee to survive. The Committee was able to rise to each of the challenges, address 
them, and move on.

Under Fisher’s leadership, appeals were filed with regard to scattered site housing 
piece of the Uni-Penn Hope VI Development; an agreement with Uni-Penn was negoti-
ated which allowed the appeals to be dropped; numerous community zoning meetings 
have been held; and HEC became known to and respected by the Zoning Board of 
Adjustment as well as by a number of pubic agencies and elected officials.  Ms. Fisher 
has also spearheaded what has culminated into the development of a Comprehensive 
Neighborhood Plan for the Hawthorne Community by initiating the Zoning Remapping 
process with the City Planning Commission.  Finally, Fisher helped, HEC to begin liti-
gation to address long-standing zoning concerns with regard to the operation of a prison 
pre-release program in the Hawthorne community.     

Remaining Zoning Committee members are Albert & Yvonne Hicks and Sunny 
Payne.  As we go to press, a new Committee Chair had not been announced.  Raydell is 
certainly thankful to each of the committee members for all of the hard work and support 
they have contributed to the formation and ongoing life of the Committee. As such, she 
will work with the new Chair in an effort to smooth his/her transition. Everyone wishes 
the new Chair much success in carrying on the important work of HEC’s first standing 
Committee.

Look to hear more about new policy changes this Committee plans to implement in an 
upcoming issue of THE SOURCE or at an upcoming HEC General Meeting.

State Representative Babette Josephs (far left) with HEC Board members (from 
left) Sunny Payne, Judy Anderson, Raydell Fisher and Patricia Bullard at the De-
cember 2002 General Meeting.

Celebrate 
Black History 
Month

There are a number of events being 
held throughout February in our commu-
nity to celebrate Black History Month:

The Hawthorne Family Center is pre-
senting a special family program at the 
Southwark Library, 932 S. 7th Street 
on Wednesday, Feb. 5th, 2003, at 
4:30 pm. Come and learn the art of ty-
ing African Headwraps  and Bodywraps, 
using fabrics, with Poverty Malik’Kahn.  
Space is limited, so please call the library 
@ (215) 685-1766 to reserve a spot for 
your child.

Marian Anderson’s 103rd Birthday 
will be celebrated at her namesake 
Recreation Center, at 17th and Fitzwa-
ter Streets, on Sunday, Feb. 16th at 4:
00 pm. Anderson was born and raised 
in South Philadelphia.  There will be a 
live performance of “Sisters and Voices”.  

continued on page 2

MENTORING 
OPPORTUNITIES

January was national mentoring month, 
but our young people are in great need of 
mentoring all year. Here is who you can 
contact to help:

The Greater Philadelphia Mentoring 
Partnership Contact:

Lynda Downes

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

Phone:215-665-2606

Website:<www.uwsepa.org/mentoring/>
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Board of Directors:
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Raydell Fisher
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Albert Hicks
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Sunny Payne

Recording Secretary
Judy Anderson, MD

Corresponding Secretary
Patricia Bullard

From the President

Hawthorne Empowerment Coalition

P.O. BOX 18054

1200 Carpenter Street

Philadelphia, PA 19147

Tel: (215)468-6270

Fax: (215) 468-5576

http://www.hecphilly.org

The New Year got off to a great start last month with a visit from 
the former City Managing Director, Estelle Richman. She gave a very 
engaging, informative and encouraging presentation to many who 
braved the cold weather to come to the January General Meeting.

This month (and afterwards for as many months as needed) we 
will begin each General Meeting with a discussion designed to move 
forward with planning and funding the new community park at 12th 
& Catharine Streets.  These planning sessions will run parallel with a 
project that will greatly complement the discussion.  The City Plan-
ning Commission is in the beginning stage of developing with us a 
Comprehensive Neighborhood Plan for Hawthorne in response to our 
request for zoning remapping of our community.

There will be a number of guests at the February meeting to help 
get us all started with these two important and complementary proj-
ects. Will you be there, too? Your input, ideas and participation are 
welcomed.  

The February meeting will be a good as time as any to GET IN-
VOLVED. After all HEC IS ALL ABOUT YOU and your commu-
nity!

Raydell Fisher

This is a highly entertaining program 
that looks at the lives of African Ameri-
can women in music, highlighting the 
triumphs and tragedies experienced by 
these extraordinary divas of song. The 
Music of Bessie Smith , Billie Holiday, 
Mahalia Jackson, Tina Turner, Chaka 
Khan, and Marian Anderson is featured 
in this narrated live performance with 
video images. There is a requested dona-
tion of $5.00 and a reception to follow.
Call @215-685-6594 for more informa-
tion.

The Hawthorne Cultural Arts Center 
at 1200 Carpenter Street will host the 
1st Annual Dzifa Mask Theater’s Mas-
querade exhibit during Presidents Week 
from Tuesday, Feb. 18th to Saturday, 
Feb. 22nd. This program is designed for 
middle school children ages 5 and above. 
This exhibit will offer an unforgettable 
experience for any educational institution 
as well. It is highly interactive and perfor-
mance centered. Highlights will include:

• The African Mask Scavenger Hunt 
where children will learn the purposes of 
various masquerade personalities seeing 
them in full traditional dress.

• Following the Hunt, there will be 
an introduction to Masquerades, music, 
dance and the cultural history of Guinea, 
Mali, and Senegal.

• Finally, the experience becomes real 
when performers present authentic mas-
querade garments and instruments from 
West Africa in a performance presenta-
tion including the African Stilt Dance of 
the Chakaba. (Chakaba is depicted in the 
ceramic tile mural by Mike Smash on the 
wall at Hawthorne playground. Tickets 
are $7.00 for children, $10.00 for adults. 
Saturday Feb. 22nd is open to the general 
public. Call (215) 888-4756 for tickets 
and information.

To cap off the month’s festivities, the 
Department of Recreation and the Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority Omega Chapter 
will present the 8th Annual African / 
American Dance Festival on Friday, 
February 21st at 7:00 p.m. in the Bonnell 
Auditorium of Community College, 17th 
and Spring Garden Streets. Many groups 
from various Recreation Centers will per-
form, including our Hawthorne Cultural 
Center. For more information contact 
Ruth Butler at the Performing Arts Office 
215-685-0709

Black History
Continued from page 1

Update From 
Coalition for Fair 
Taxes
WE WANT PHILADELPHIA’S TAX 
SYSTEM TO BE FAIR AND HONEST 
FOR ALL TAXPAYERS

Here’s What’s Happening
In December, Mayor Street signed the 

Rizzo Bill (taxpayers can delay prop-
erty tax increases over 15% until they 
sell their houses), vetoed the Verna/Nutter 
bill (caps increases at 10%) and allowed 
the O’Neill bill (caps increases at 4%) to 
become law without his signature. Nutter 
and Verna failed to get an override of the 
Mayor’s veto.

In January, Rep. Dwight Evans in-
troduced House Bill 12, which caps 
increases at some level between 4% and 
10% - that is, the levels in the O’Neill 
bill and the Nutter/Verna bill.  It would 

continued on page 5
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The marvelous Dragon mural by Mike Smash that we previewed last year in the 
Source was dedicated with much fanfare on Saturday, Feb. 1st at 12th and Wash-
ington. The cold weather didn’t chill the warm, intercultural display of this smash-
ing new work of art as everyone welcomed the ‘year of the rabbit’ with some hot 
‘dragon soup.’ Lots of great food, fellowship and firecrackers as the living dragon 
welcomed his ceramic friend.

Online Driver 
Test Scheduling

PENNDOT is introducing Online 
Driver Test Scheduling to its menu of 
Drive and Vehicle Online Services. With 
the introduction of this service, custom-
ers can now schedule their driver skills 
test(s) over the Internet. This new service 
is in addition to photo driver license/photo 
identification card/vehicle registration 
renewals, change of address, and driver 
history services that are currently avail-
able online.

Online Driver Test Scheduling is a 
fast, convenient, alternative method that 
allows customers to schedule their non-
commercial, commercial (CDL), and mo-
tocycle skills portion of their driver’s test 
online.  In addition, written special point 
tests may also be scheduled online.

With the deployment of Online Driver 
Test Scheduling, customers will no longer 
be required to schedule their driver license 
skills test(s) at one of PENNDOT’s driver 
license centers and can now select the 
location, date and time for their driver’s 
skills test utilizing a computer with an In-
ternet connection. A printer will provide 
a confirmation receipt indicating the date, 
time, location and type of driver’s test 
scheduled. Individuals who do not have 
access to the Internet can schedule their 
driver’s test by calling 1-800-423-5542.

To utilize this service, all customers 
must first complete and pass the appropri-
ate knowledge test(s) prior to scheduling 
the skills portion of the driver’s test.  In 
addition, when scheduling a driver’s test 
online, customers will need to know their 
Pennsylvania Driver/ID number, date of 
birth, and the last four digites of their 
social security number. As with all online 
services, there are no additional service 
fees for online driver test scheduling and 
these services are available 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week.

PENNDOT has taken steps to ensure 
that confidential customer information 
is secure online and has enhanced its 
level of security by requiring the user 
to provide the last four digits of his/her 
social security number. This information, 
combined with the user’s Pennsylvania 
Driver’s License, Learner’s Permit or ID 
card number and date of birth will authen-
ticate the user.

ADOPT A CHILD
One Church, One Child of Pennsylva-

nia, 3901 Market Street in Philadelphia, 
needs families to provide a home to Afri-
can American children who are awaiting 
adoption. For more information call 215/
222-6633 or email onechurch2@aol.com. 

If you would like more information, or 
if you would like to try this new service 
firsthand, you can visit PENNDOT’s 
website through the PA PowerPort at 
www.state.pa.us and type in PA Key-
word: Driver Test. You may also contact 
Betty L. Serian, Deputy Secretary, Safety 
Administration at (717) 787-3928 or Re-
becca Bickley, Director of Driver Licens-
ing, at (717) 787-4701.

The following Driver and Vehicle On-
line Services are currently available:

• Renewal of Pennsylvania non-com-
mercial photo driver’s license,

• Renewal of Pennsylvania photo ID 
card,

• Renewal of Pennsylvania non-com-
mercial vehicle registration,

• Request for driver history,
• Change of address for Pennsylvania 

non-commercial driver’s license,
• Change of address for Pennsylvania 

vehicle registration,
• Change of address for Pennsylvania 

photo ID card,
• Scheduling of Non-Commercial 

Driver’s License Road Test,
• Scheduling of Motorcycle Road 

Test,
• Scheduling of Commercial Driver’s 

License Road Test, and
• Scheduling of Written Special Points 

Test.
Additional services will be added in 

the future based on customer feedback.

Enter the Dragon

FREE JOB TRAINING
The Philadelphia Urban Affairs Coali-

tion, 1207 Chestnut Street in Philadelphia, 
offers free job training for Philadelphia 
residents between the ages of 17 and 30 
who have a physical, sensory or learning 
disability. For more information call the 
Work-Stream Program at 215/851-1863. 

http://www.state.[a.us
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By Sandra Robinson

“I have led the greatest colony into 
America that ever man did upon a private 
credit. I will show a province in seven 
years equal to her neighbors of forty years 
planting”

William Penn

When William Penn stepped ashore in 
the New World on the banks of the Dela-
ware River into “The Grove of Tall Pines” 
(Penn’s Landing), he brought with him his 
greatest possession from the Old World  
– his dream of a green country town.

Penn who was disgusted with the filthy, 
crowded, narrow city streets of England 
that bred disease; poverty and immorality 
planned a city with grand houses on large 
parcels of land, wide streets, and great 
parks. Each parcel would have a single 
house surrounded by beautiful gardens 
and sweet smelling orchards, a miniature 
English country estate. So began Philadel-
phia’s first grand urban development plan. 
And it’s first grand failure.

Penn designed Philadelphia as a nar-
row strip of land from Cedar Street (South 
Street) to Vine and from the Delaware 
River to the Schuylkill.

Penn sent an appeal to countries all 
over Europe for settlers for his new city. 
Europeans heeded his call. But they had 
a different idea of urban development. 
European settlers were reluctant to live 
far from the Delaware River, the center 
of commerce. So they huddled together in 
small houses built on narrow streets and 
alleys on parcels developed by owners 
of property near the river. The streets of 
Philadelphia came to resemble those of 
Europe-- narrow, crowded, and dirty.

Besides cramped living conditions, the 
city’s first housing shortage greeted new 
immigrants. Many of them dug caves 
along the banks of the Delaware as tem-
porary shelter. Moreover, to Penn’s hor-
ror, prostitutes, gamblers, and, bootleg-
gers plied their trade in the caves along 
the river to evade taxes and arrest.

Philadelphia would make many more 
attempts at housing development over the 
next 321 years.

Following the Civil War, there was 
a huge migration of Black southerners 
north to Philadelphia, which continued 
till the Great Depression. At the height 

of the Industrial Revolution in the 1800’s 
large numbers of Irish, Italians, and Jews 
immigrated to Philadelphia. All lived  
(often side by side) in filthy, backstreets 
and alleys of Bella Vista, Southwark, 
Hawthorne, and Washington Square, in 
squalid overcrowded row homes and 
apartment buildings. Families lived in 
wood and tarpaper shacks at the site of 
the city dump in South Philadelphia and 
camped out in alleys. Raw sewage flowed 
through alleys where children played and 
women hung laundry.

Throughout this time, private organi-
zations took the lead in housing reform 
in Philadelphia. The Octativa Hill As-
sociation renovated houses in the area 
of 6th and Lombard and rented them to 
the poor at low rates. Zealous believers 
in temperance, morality, and cleanliness, 
members raided homes, confiscating 
liquor and evicting tenants involved in 
suspect romantic relationships, as well 
as scrubbed the floors, washed the linen 
and repaired broken furniture. Following 
in the footsteps of the Octavia Hill Asso-
ciation reformers, Theodore Starr worked 
on redeveloping the area around 6th and 
Lombard, where one of the highest and 
poorest concentrations of Black residents 
lived. As part of his redevelopment plan 
he built a playground that bears his name 
today, Starr Garden.

Reformers succeeded in alleviating 
some of the worst housing problems by 
the 1920’s. Yet, slum housing remained a 
serious problem. 

The next major urban redevelopment 
push, the Philadelphia Urban Renewal 
Plan, in South Philadelphia began in the 
1950’s. This time it effected the residents 
in areas that were almost exclusively 
Black, such as Southwark, Hawthorne 

Square, and Washington Square. The de-
scendants of white immigrants benefited 
from good schools, well paying jobs, 
and access to loans to buy homes. Black 
Philadelphians remained victims of the 
same poorly run segregated schools, high 
unemployment, or low skill, low paying 
jobs and high rents as did their parents 
and grandparents. 

The Hawthorne and Southwark Proj-
ects were built as part of the Philadelphia 
Urban Renewal Plan in the early 1960’s. 
Forty years later, only one original build-
ing remains. The Riverview Tower. Proj-
ect housing was a dismal failure. It was 
designed as transitional housing for low 
income married couples. It turned into 
lifetime housing for the poor. Anti-dis-
crimination lawsuits forced Projects to 
open their doors to unmarried applicants 
and to some very young women with chil-
dren on welfare. It became almost impos-
sible to evict residents. Finally, services 
deteriorated to the point where entering 
dimly lit, graffiti covered, towers felt like 
a descent into hell. 

Urban Renewal is now called Neigh-
borhood Revitalization.  The Martin Lu-
ther King and Southwark sites undergo 
yet another transformation. 

One common factor of all urban de-
velopment schemes as described above is 
they all were developed by someone other 
than the people who are living in neigh-
borhoods with substandard housing. From 
the country green town to the reformers to 
urban renewal to neighborhood revitaliza-
tion it has always been someone else who 
thinks he has a better idea and who gets to 
make the rules.

[Note:  This is the 2nd in a series of articles  
about the history of the Hawthorne community.  
Sandra Robinson is a resident of Hawthorne 
and she has done extensive research on this 
subject.]

The Green Countrie Towne

Oops!
There were 2 errors in last month’s newsletter about the dollar amounts of grants 

received from local politicians.  Following is corrected information:
Elected Official Amount
Senator Vincent Fumo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,000
State Representative Harold James  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,000
State Representative Babette Josephs  . . . . . . . . . . 3,500*
City Councilman Frank DiCicco  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,000

*$1,000 was received from State Rep. Babette Josephs and another $2,500 was 
pledged.  Pledged funds have not yet been received and are not reflected in HEC’s finan-
cial reports. 
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Bill Introduced In City Council Could Impact 
Your Real Estate Tax Payment

[On December 12, 2002 Bill No 0208088 was introduced in City Council  by Council-
member DiCicco, Council President Verna, Councilmembers Ortiz, Kenney, Nutter and 
O’Neill.  The Bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole Council.  Following is the 
text of the bill which was reprinted, in its entirety, from the hallwatch.org website.]

AN ORDINANCE
Extending the discount period and the due date for payment of real estate taxes due in 

2003, and enacting special provisions for additions to tax, penalties and interest if such 
real estate taxes are paid after the due date; all under certain terms and conditions.

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA HEREBY ORDAINS:
SECTION 1. For real estate taxes due in 2003 only, a discount of one percent (1%) 

shall be allowed upon all real estate taxes paid up to and including the last day of March 
2003, or within twenty (20) days of the date of mailing of the tax bill, whichever is later. 
Upon all real estate taxes paid during the month of April 2003, no discounts shall be al-
lowed. Upon all real estate taxes paid thereafter, additions shall be imposed as follows:

(a) if paid during the month of May 2003, an addition of one and one-half percent 
(11/2%);

(b) if paid during the month of June 2003, an addition of three percent (3%);
(c) if paid during the month of July 2003, an addition of four and one-half percent 

(41/2%);
(d) if paid during the month of August 2003; an addition of six percent (6%);
(e) if paid during the month of September 2003, an addition of seven and one-half 

percent (71/2%);
(f) if paid during the month of October 2003, an addition of nine percent (9%);
(g) if paid during the month of November 2003, an addition of ten and one-half per-

cent (101/2%);
(h) if paid during the month of December 2003, an addition of twelve percent 

(12%).

For real estate taxes due in 2003 and remaining due and unpaid on the first day of 
January 2004, the provisions of Section 19-1303(4) of The Philadelphia Code relating to 
additions to tax, interest ad penalties shall apply.

SECTION 2.  This special Ordinance shall apply only with respect to real estate taxes 
due in 2003. For real estate taxes due in 2004 and thereafter, the provisions of Section 
19-1303 of The Philadelphia Code relating to discounts, additions to tax, interest and 
penalties shall continue to apply, unless otherwise provided by special ordinance.

Workplace Campaign To 
End Domestic Violence

The Soporoptomist International of 
the Americas provides this listing of 
telephone numbers of support organiza-
tions, groups and agencies that deal with 
domestic violence. P.O. Box 109, Dresher, 
Pa. 19025. <SIFivePointsMagenta@hotm
ail.com> [Area Code is 215 unless other-
wise specified.]
CHILDREN/YOUTH
545-4331 Attic (Lesbian/Gay/

Transgendered)
683-6100 Child Abuse Hotline (DHS) 
800-932-0313 Child Abuse Line (Na-

tional) 
831-8877 Child Abuse Prevention Effort
560-2807 Child Care Hotline
387-9500 Children’s Advocacy Center 
546-2990 Children’s Aid Society of PA
683-6120 DHS Prevention Services
546-2990 Jewish Family & Children’s 

Svcs
800-8KID-123 Kids Peace
888-461-KIDS Phila. Child Care Re-

source.
387-9500 Philadelphia Children’s Alli-

ance
851-1822 Philajob (Youth Work Sum-

mer) 
686-3967 Philly Kids (Counseling)
925-1913 Support Center for Child Ad-

vocates
545-2910 Voyage House (Runaways)
800-448-4663 Youth Crisis Line 
800-371-7233 Youth Emergency Shelter
 686-4800(93)
Youth Study Center WOMEN 686-8027
Crime Victim Services Unit 739-9999
Domestic Violence Project 686-7466
Family Court - Gen. Inquiry 686-3511/2
F.C. - Abuse Assistance 686-9300
F.C. - Domestic Relations 849-0930
New Directions for Women 685-1180/1
Police Special Victims Unit 386-7777
Women Against Abuse Hotline
800-992-1101 Women in Crisis
751-1111 Women in Transition Hotline
985-3333 Women Organized Against 

Rape 
627-5555 Women’s Community Revital-

ization Project
928-9801 Women’s Law Project
584-5801 Women’s Switchboard (Tele-

woman)

• State Reps:  Check 
www.hallwatch.org

ALERT:  The newly-formed Phila-
delphia Tax Reform Commission first 
met on January 15 and met again on 
January 29. They are supposed to put 
their information on the Cityʼs website, 
but check www.phillytaxes.org or call the 
City Solicitorʼs Office at City Hall for up-
to-date information.  These meetings are 
open to the public.  Remember to check 
www.phillytaxes.org for more updates.

move the debate back to City Council, 
but if Council fails to act, it would cap 
property tax increases at 4% - the level in 
the OʼNeill bill.

What You Can Do
• Write to your State Representa-

tives and ask them to support HB12
• Write to Mayor Street and ask 

him to support HB12, and to urge the 
Philadelphia delegation in Harrisburg to 
support it.

Addresses for:
• Mayor Street:  Room 215, City 

Hall, Philadelphia, PA  19107

Fair Taxes
continued from page 2

http://www.hallwatch.org
http://www.philytaxes.org
http://www.phillytaxes.org
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SAVE THE SAM
[Although it’s not within our boundar-

ies, the Sameric/Boyd Theater, like the 
Royal on South Street, is worth preserv-
ing. As citizens of Philadelphia we can do 
our part. -Ed]

The Sameric, at 1908 Chestnut Street, 
is Philadelphia’s last great movie palace. 
The Sameric is closed and in jeopardy of 
being demolished. The main auditorium, 
the “Boyd Theater” was built in 1928 with 
2,350 seats. The Boyd was one of the first 
Art Deco moviehouses in the world. 
Philadelphia Inquirer architecture critic, 
Inga Saffron, characterizes it as an “art-
deco masterpiece.” The Boyd’s 1920’s 
Art Deco interior decoration has a special 
theme: women. 

How you can help: 
•Contact Councilman Darrell Clarke 

who represents the district containing the 
Sameric;

•Come to the weekly rally at 19th and 
Chestnut Streets on Saturday afternoons 
from 12 noon to 3 p.m. to offer your sup-
port and sign the petition;  

•Make a tax-deductible contribution to: 
Committee to Save the Sameric, c/o How-
ard B. Haas, Esq., 1420 Locust Street, 
Suite 110, Philadelphia, PA 19102.

New Sameric website launched. 
The official website for The Commit-
tee to Save the Sameric Theater is up 
and running. Among the features is an 
online petition where you can register 
your support for saving Philadelphia’s 
last movie palace from the comfort 
of your keyboard. The place to go is: 
<www.savethesameric.org> The original 
website about the Sameric is still running, 
too, at:  <www.boydtheater.com> It is an 
independent site set up by Boyd/Sameric 
lover, Jay Farrell, and it’s also worthy of 
your attention. Check them both and then 
consider joining as a volunteer to help 
save this important piece of Philadelphia’s 
architectural and entertainment heritage.

The Boyd Theater opened on Christ-
mas Day 1928 and the shuttered Sameric 
observed its 75th birthday with a rally on 
Christmas Day of 2002.

New South Street Alliance Formed 
A working group of elected officials, community leaders and representatives of perti-

nent city and state agencies has been formed to tackle the quality of life issues surround-
ing the South Street entertainment district. Called the South Street Alliance, the goal of 
the group is to make the South Street area a better place to live, work and visit.

Managing Director Estelle Richman chaired the first meeting on November 21.  At-
tendees included representatives of the Philadelphia Police, District Attorney, Transpor-
tation, L&I, Commerce and City Planning Departments; Pennsylvania State Police and 
Liquor Control Board officers, the Presidents of five neighborhood groups (Hawthorne, 
Queen Village, Society Hill, Washington Square West and Bella Vista), board and staff 
of the South Street HeadHouse District, Councilman Frank DiCicco, and staff/appointees 
from the offices of State Senator Vincent Fumo and State Representatives Marie Lederer 
and Babette Josephs. 

The Alliance was started at the prodding of Councilman DiCicco, Senator Fumo and 
Representative Lederer in response to rising community concerns over the general de-
teriorating tenor of South Street. Instead of always reacting to problems such as Mardi 
Gras and Greek Picnic after the fact, the thought was to bring everyone together to 
identify solutions to problems before they got out of hand. The Alliance will blend short-
term planning and long-range goal setting and, by having the appropriate enforcement 
agenies sitting together in one room, should improve communication and coordination 
among all parties.

Here’s a sampling of topcis the group selected for future discussion:
• Safety and security
• Cleanliness and trash control
• Better enforcement of liquor laws, L&I codes
• Better coordination among city agencies, businesses and residents
• Police bike patrols and stronger police presence in surrounding neighbor-

hoods
• Motorcycles, noise meters and noise control issues
• Night court
• Better retail mix on the street (less reliance on youth-oriented shops) 
• Pole cameras to monitor intersections along South Street
• Blending the South Street corridor from Broad to 11th Street with South Street 

West and Headhouse Square with regard to streetscaping and new pavements
• Long-term vision for South Street

There was much discussion about the upcoming Mardi Gras celebration on March 3. 
Queen Village and the other communities continued to press the Mayor and the City to 
formally denounce the event. Former Managing Director, Richman, again assured the 
communities that plans were well underway to control any problems.  Lt. John Walker 
of the South Street police mini-station has been meeting with bar owners on South Street 
to ask them to voluntarily close early at 7 p.m. on the night of Mardi Gras.  He will 
continue to meet with the bar owners to see if they will either shut down or limit their 
hours of operation.

The Alliance will meet again in February and once each quarter after that.
Please call the HEC office with any suggestion you may have for the Alliance.

[NOTE:  Portions of this article was reprinted with permission from an article written 
by Colleen Puckett, President of Queen Village Neighbors Association and published in 
the January issue of the QVNA’s newsletter, The Queen Village Crier.

ANIMAL FOSTER CARE
The PSPCA Pet Net Program needs volunteer foster families for its animals. All of the 

animals are owned and need temporary foster care. To find out how to volunteer or make 
a donation, contact PSPCA PetNet Program, 350 East Erie Avenue in Philadelphia, PA 
19134, or call 215/426-6304 extension 244. 
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Monthly Parenting 
Workshop

The Hawthorne Family Center is 
sponsoring a monthly series of parenting 
workshops at the Southwark Library, 7th 
and Carpenter Streets. This months topic 
is “Dental Hygiene.” The Workshop will 
be held: Friday, February 14th from 10:30 
am to 12:00 pm.

Activities will be available for children 
during the workshops. For more informa-
tion call the library @ 215-685-1766 or 
Jauwanna Warren and Charlene Wilson of 
the Family Center @ (215) 925-8617.

Consumers who are receiving large 
amounts of objectionable spam may 
want to change their e-mail address 
and follow some safer surfing tips sug-
gested in the FTC’s publication, “E-mail 
Address Harvesting: How Spammers 
Reap What You Sow,” available online 
at http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/conline/
pubs/alerts/spamalrt.htm. Consider 
“masking” your e-mail address. For 
example, “johndoe@myisp.com” could 
be masked as “johndoe@spamaway.m
yisp.com.” Use a separate screen name 
for online chatting. Set up disposable 
e-mail addresses for discrete projects. 
Use two e-mail accounts - one for
public posting, one for personal messages. 
Use a unique e-mail address, containing 
both letters and numbers. 

NOTE:
The Federal Trade Commission will 

file a complaint when it has “reason to 
believe” that the law has been or is being 
violated, and it appears to the Commission 
that a proceeding is in the public interest. 
The complaint is not a finding or ruling 
that the defendant has actually violated 
the law. The court will decide the case. 
Copies of the complaints and consents are 
available from the FTC’s Web site at http:
//www.ftc.gov and also from the FTC’s 
Consumer Response Center, Room 130, 

600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Wash-
ington, DC 20580. Copies of the FTC 
publication, “E-Mail Address Harvesting: 
How Spammers Reap What You Sow,” 
can be found at http://<www.ftc.gov/bcp/
conline/pubs/alerts/spamalrt.htm>. Ad-
ditional information about spam can be 
found at http://<www.ftc.gov/spam>. The
FTC works for the consumer to prevent 
fraudulent, deceptive and unfair business 
practices in the marketplace and to pro-
vide information to help consumers spot, 
stop, and avoid them. To file a complaint, 
or to get free information on any of 150 
consumer topics, call toll-free, 1-877-
FTC-HELP (1-877-382-4357), or use the 
complaint form at http://<www.ftc.gov>. 
The FTC enters Internet, telemarketing, 
identity theft and other fraud-related com-
plaints into Consumer Sentinel, a secure, 
online database available to hundreds of 
civil and criminal law enforcement agen-
cies in the U.S. and abroad.

MEDIA CONTACT:  Claudia Bourne 
Farrell, Office of Public Affairs 202-326-
2181 

STAFF CONTACT: Barbara Anthony 
or Cindy P. Kapadia, FTC’s Northeast 
Region 212-607-2829 or Eric Wenger or 
James Kohm, Bureau of Consumer Pro-
tection 202-326-2310 or 202-326-2640 

More Help For Consumers From the FTC

SELF-DEFENSE FOR 
WOMEN

Women’s Anti-Violence Education, 
1501 Cherry Street in Center City, Phila-
delphia, sponsors self-defense classes 
Mondays from 6 until 8PM. For more 
information call 215/241-5720. 

COUNSELING 
SERVICES

Temple University’s Community 
Counseling Clinic can help individuals 
plan a new career, setting an educational 
goal, or working through personal prob-
lems. For assistance call 215/204-1591.

Please
Patronize our
Advertisers

http:/
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HEC Business Members

HEC Community Partners

•  Hawthorne Cultural Center
•  University of the Arts
•  Philadelphia High School for the Creative 

and Performing Arts (CAPA)
•  Hawthorne Family Center of United Com-

munities of Southeast Philadelphia
•  Avenue of the Arts, Inc.
•  Ready, Willing & Able- Philadelphia
•  Hawthorne Neighbors Town Watch

• R & A Auto Repair
• Gennaro’s Pizza
• Pennyfeathers
• Master of Cuts/Braider’s Co-Op
• A & L Organization Services, Inc.
• Forman’s Money Loan Office
• Alvin M. Levin & Son, Inc. Real Estate
• 4 C's Rentals
• Young’s Pharmacy, Inc.
• Dr. Donald Turner
• Chef Gerard Catering

This newsletter was financed in part 
by a grant from the Commonwealth 

of Pennsylvania, Department 
of Community and Economic 

Development.

HEC Corporate Sponsor

• Uni-Penn Housing Partnership II
 (Uni-Penn LLC and Penrose Properties, Inc.)


